THE   CHRISTIAN  UNDERSTANDING
from modern totalitarianism. Unless democracy is
regarded as the form of government which is based on
the conviction that the aim of human community is to
promote the fullest development of the person towards
his highest end, namely the exercise of responsible
freedom, it is surely impossible to justify it at all.
Democracy stands or falls, before the critical imagin-
ation, by the strength of our conviction of the necessity
of freedom, and that depends upon the truth of our
conception of the freedom that is necessary. Democracy
marks the formal permeation of the social order by the
principle that we are members one of another. It is
based upon an act of faith, namely, the faith that we
realize our true freedom only in willing to behave as
members one of another. That faith is, for the few,
partly corroborated by experience; it is in fact,
impossible for these to feel free save in so far as their
capacities are used for the service of their fellow-men,
and the only demand they would make upon society
is that it should protect and secure them in this effort.
But even the most highly developed citizen of democracy
labours under the immense limitation imposed by the
inertia of society. That inertia, which is indeed
colossal, derives from the fact that for the majority of
its citizens society is only a means for self-aggrandize-
ment. It is themselves that they wish to enlarge, and
their conception of freedom is the degraded one of
freedom to assert themselves, to have what they want
and to do as they will. And democracy is valuable to
them because it gives them more of this freedom than
any other ordering of society.
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